ALFRED NOBEL'S YOUTH

" Who has time to read biographical accounts ? And who can
be so simple or so good-natured as to be interested in them ? I
ask this in all seriousness/'

It would appear that Ludwig Nobel continued to press him, and
Alfred again refused, writing: " Why do you want to torment
me with biographical essays. No one reads essays except about
actors and murderers, preferably the latter, whether they have
carried out their impressive deeds at home or on the field of battle.
The family know practically everything there is to be known
about our father, and it is a matter of small interest whether his
biography is made available to the public or not/'

This seems to have been his sincere opinion. At the Upsala
Jubilee of 1893, however, having had the honorary degree of
Doctor of Philosophy conferred upon him, he was under an
obligation to send in his autobiography* He made it as short as
possible,

" The undersigned was born on the 2ist October, 1833; he
acquired his knowledge in private studies, and did not attend any
Secondary school He devoted himself particularly to applied
chemistry, and discovered explosives known under the names of
dynamite, and smokeless powder called Ballistite and C.8g. Since
1884 he has been a member of the Royal Swedish Academy of
Science, and is also a member of the Royal Society (London), and
the SocUti de$ Ing&niews Cimls in Paris. Since 1880 he has been
a knight of the Order of the Polar Star. He is an officer of the
Legion of Honour. Sole publication: a paper in the English
language, which was awarded a silver medal/'

It is therefore scarcely open to question that Alfred Nobel was
very little interested in biographies. He was interested least of
all in his own. On the other hand, his attitude as to the opinion
of others catinot be taken quite seriously. It is true that all
human greatness is fundamentally insignificant, and that otar own
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